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    Each year, Wyo. Co. 
SWCD recognizes a farm 
which has excelled in con-
serving our soil and water 
resources by installing Best 
Management Practices on 
their farm to prevent soil 
erosion and improve water 
quality.  This year’s 
“Conservation Farm of the 
Year” was awarded to Van 
Slyke’s Dairy Farm, LLC of 
Pike, NY.  The farm family 
members are:  Gary & Vir-
ginia Van Slyke, Greg & 
Connie Van Slyke, Tammy 
Andrews & Ken Van Slyke. 

    The farm was established in 1832.  
The farm turned toward a focus on 
dairy farming with the 5th genera-
tion, Ken and Onalee Van Slyke.  
Greg & Gary, the 6th generation 
joined the farm in the early 1960’s 
and the dairy has grown in cow 
numbers ever since.  The 7th gen-
eration, Tammy Andrews and Ken 
Van Slyke are now transitioning into 
the leadership roles on the farm.  
Today, the farm consists of 1200 
milking Holstein cows and 900 head 
of young stock raised by a custom 
heifer farm.  The cropping operation 
totals approximately 2000 acres of 
owned and rented land.  The two 
main crops grown are corn for silage 
and clear-seeded alfalfa for haylage. 

All cropland is utilized for growing 
forages.  High yielding crops allow 
for the sale of excess forages to 
neighboring farms.   

   The Van Slyke family has been 
very involved in many community 
organizations including:  Church 
groups, Farm Bureau, Town Politics, 
Wyoming County Fair Board, Pike 
Fire Department and Rescue Squad.  
They have also received the Century 
Farm Award.    

   Van Slyke’s Farm is located in the 
East Koy Creek Watershed which is  
a highly sensitive area. Implementa-
tion of conservation practices have 
been at the forefront of their          
progress.                       
 

Some of the practices include:  

Top Row: Gary VanSlyke, Greg VanSlyke, Jason Andrews 
Bottom Row: Connie VanSlyke, Tammy Andrews 

Continued on Page 2 
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• Strip cropping for approximately 20 years 
• Silage leachate collection system before it was  

popular or mandated 
• Minimum tillage 
• 15” corn rows with high residue for 15 years 
• Cover cropping 
• Ditching and tiling to manage surface and            

sub-surface water drainage 
• Manure volume reduction practices to  minimize 

our environmental impact 
• Minimizing water used in milking parlor 
• Cow nutrition geared toward reduced importing of 

nutrients 
• Selling manure to neighboring crop farms 
• Recycling manure for bedding 
• Manure separation for more accurate and effective 

nutrient application, and more efficient pumping of 
liquid 

• Covered lagoon for prevention of rainwater and 
snowmelt being added to the manure system 

• Covered lagoon for methane destruction and odor 
control 

• Maintaining good communication with our 
neighbors about our practices 

• One of the first fully implemented CAFO plans 
 

2009 Annual Awards Banquet 
   Several Wyoming County farms were recog-
nized for environmental achievements with AEM 
awards.  The AEM Program is a voluntary state-
wide program that is utilized by farmers to ad-
dress water quality concerns from agricultural 
activities through a tiered approach.  Farms must 
meet certain criteria to be eligible for a 
“Partnering to Protect our Environment” sign. 
The AEM Sign Recognition Program is made pos-
sible thanks to funds from the NYS Department 
of Agriculture and Markets and the Soil & Water 
Conservation Committee.   

    This year, signs were awarded to eight        
Wyoming County Farms: Mar-Dan Farm, Baker 
Brook Dairy, LLC, Seewaldt Bros., Bliss Cattle Co., 
Tarey-Rickard Farm, Eagleview Farms, East Koy 
Valley Farm and VanSlyke’s Dairy Farm, LLC. 

Right Top:  Chip Pratt, NYS Ag and 
Markets, with Baker Brook Dairy, LLC. 

Right Middle:  Chip Pratt, NYS Ag and 
Markets, with Seewaldt Bros. 

Right Bottom: Representative Dan     
Burling with Mar-Dan Farms. 

Left:  Wyoming County Dairy         
Princess Stephanie Bush 

Continued from Cover:  Farm of the Year Banquet and AEM Awards 
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Agricultural Best Management Practices Completed 

 The Wyoming County SWCD is currently involved 

in six separate Agricultural Nonpoint Source Pol-

lution Abatement & Control Program grants with 

the New York State Department of Agriculture & 

Markets.  Through these projects, the District has 

provided technical and administrative assistance 

to several eligible farm operations to complete 

much needed water quality improvement BMP’s 

in several high priority watersheds throughout the 

county.  The District has also utilized the AEM and 

FL/LOWPA programs to provide assistance. The 

following are some of the projects that have been 

implemented during the past year. 

Strip-cropping system completed this  
spring at Table Rock Farms in the           

Genesee River Basin. 

Concrete waste storage & waste transfer  
system completed at East Koy Valley Farms 

in the East Koy Creek Watershed. 

Silage Leachate Management System       
completed at Logwell Acres in the           

Genesee River Basin. 

Silage Leachate Management System       
completed at Davis Valley Farm in the     

Cattaraugus Creek Watershed. 

Silage Leachate Management System     
completed at Seewaldt Bros. Dairy Farm     

in the Tonawanda Creek Watershed. 



   New York’s Agricultural Districts Law (ADL) 

was enacted in 1971.  The purpose of the law is 

to maintain lands in agriculture and ensure 

New York’s position as on outstanding agricul-

tural State.  It seeks to create economic and 

regulatory incentives which encourage farmers 

to continue farming.  A District must consist 

predominantly of viable agricultural land.  The 

benefits and protections under the ADL, how-

ever, apply only to farm operations and land 

used in agricultural production.  The ADL pro-

tects farm operations within an agricultural dis-

trict with the right to farm the land with      

sound management practices.  

   Wyoming County Ag District #3 is currently 

being reviewed.  This district includes parcels in 

the towns of Covington, Perry, Castile, Pike, 

Genesee Falls and portions of Gainesville, War-

saw and Middlebury.   Each district is to be re-

viewed on an eight year cycle. The County has 5 

Ag Districts.  As of January 2009, there are 251 

State certified agricultural districts in 53 coun-

ties.  These districts capture over 8.5 million 

acres, including nearly 6.2 million farm acres on 

23,057 farms.  The primary responsibility for 

the creation, review and management of the 

State’s agricultural Districts lies 

with the county and their legis-

lative bodies (Board of Supervi-

sors) .  

    A Public Meeting was held on 

September 22, 2009 at Camp 

Hough on Silver Lake.  Reports 

from the Wyoming County Plan-

ning Board and the Farmland 

Protection Board are being pre-

pared.  A list of parcels to be in-

cluded in the Ag District and 

maps showing these parcels are 

being completed.  The reports 

are then submitted to the Wyo-

ming County Board of Supervi-

sors and they determine 

whether the district shall be 

continued, terminated or modi-

fied.  Their recommendation is 

then forwarded to the Commis-

sioner of New York State De-

partment of Ag & Markets for 

re-certification.           
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Agriculture District Review By Nancy Herman, Conservation Technician 

 

Agriculture District 3 
of 

Wyoming County 



Leaf Solutions By Bethany Klein, Water Quality Technician  
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    Fall is a time for har-

vesting, vegetable can-

ning, and leaf raking.  

More and more you will 

notice large pumpkin 

shaped bags on the side 

of the road stuffed with 

fallen leaves.  For most, 

raking and bagging 

leaves is a daunting 

task that comes with 

living in the great state of New York.  Have you 

ever stopped to think what a waste it is to throw 

away all those leaves?  It sounds crazy, but 

leaves are a surprisingly excellent source of nu-

trients for lawns and gardens.  Here are some 

ideas to reduce raking time and have a healthier 

lawn and garden! 
 

 

 Mulch Your Leaves 

    If you have some leaves in your yard, but not 

enough to spend a day raking, simply get out 

your lawn mower.  Mow the leaves into mulch 

and let it remain on your lawn.  The small leaf 

pieces will filter down in between the grass 

blades and decompose replenishing vital nutri-

ents needed for a lush lawn.  This technique 

doesn’t work so well with massive amounts of 

leaf litter, but if you are trying to postpone the 

raking process this is a great technique to use. 
 

 Garden Fertilizer? 

    This tip is for the gardening enthusiast.  If 

you’re readying your garden for winter, why not 

add in some “natural soil conditioners”.  Leaf 

litter is a great way to boost the nutrients in the 

garden.  Simply place a layer of leaves on your 

garden approximately 3-6 inches thick and till it 

into the soil.  This will help to rip up and mulch 

the leaves which will allow them to break down 

easier.  Over the winter the leaves will decom-

pose and in the spring time, when its time to 

plant, your garden will be ready to go!  Also, try 

placing leaves around trees and bushes as  

mulch to help insulate roots over the cold        

winter  months. 
 

 Just Plain Old Compost 

   If you’ve already raked your leaves don’t stuff 

them into the pumpkin bags, why not compost 

them?  Compost piles are easy enough to make if 

you don’t already have one.  There are several 

different styles of compost bins, just choose one 

that works for you.  Once you have a bin or pile, 

simply add your leaves and let the rest take care 

of itself.  Eventually, the leaves will decompose 

and will serve as nutrient boosters for your vege-

tables or flowers.  
     

   These tips are sure to help reduce the hours 

spent raking lawns and bagging leaves.  Not  

only will you save time, but you’re are reducing 

waste and taking advantage of one of nature’s 

natural fertilizers.  Check out these websites for 

more information! 

 

 
 

• Backyard Gardener 
http://www.backyardgardener.com/compost/in
dex.html 
• Penn State-Solution Source 
http://solutions.psu.edu/Horticulture_Gardeni
ng_Landscaping_342.htm 
• Cornell University-Dealing With Leaves 
http://www.hort.cornell.edu/gardening/homega
rdening/sceneeafd.html 
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JOHN F. GILLEN 
Land Surveyor 

GILLEN & WELLMAN 
Land Surveyors 7 Perry Avenue 

Warsaw, New York 14569 
Telephone: 585-786-3960 
           Fax: 585-786-2933 

 

 JOE  COCINA         

DAVE MURPHY 

P.O. BOX  65 

BOSTON, NY 14025 (716) -941-4780 
(585) 492 - 4090 - 492-2120 - Fax 492- 4091           

Bulldozing-Roads -Sewer Lines -Sand & Gravel - Coal Water Lines -
Basements -Land Clearing -Fully Insured 

E.R. Rule & Sons Excavating, Inc.                              
6 Bixby Hill Road                                                           

Arcade, New York 14009                                       
Member of NYLICA  

E.J . Freyb urger & So ns 
Earth M ov ing 
 
         
 
Est. 1946  Er w in , Kenn y & 
4769 Wh al ey Rd .            Mike 
Java V illage, N Y 14083 Re p resen tatives 
 (585) 457-9975 

Donald G. Butler 

Construction, Inc. 

Excavating * Hauling* Paving 

*Septic Systems 

7429 Burke Hill Rd 

Perry NY 14530  

Phone:  585- 237-3364 

Fax 585-237-0424 

   

   

   

   

Stream Restoration Project 

Rock grade control structure completed on the    
Wiscoy Creek. 

    The Wyoming County Soil & Water     
Conservation District, U.S Fish & Wildlife 
Service and New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation Region 9 Bureau of 
Fisheries have collaborated in the completion of a 
stream channel restoration project on the Wiscoy 
Creek in the Town of Pike.  This project involved 
restoring the Wiscoy Creek to its original channel 
after the stream had changed its course into a      
former overflow channel and caused severe damage 
to adjacent cropland. 

 

Special Thanks to: 
Van Slyke’s Dairy Farm, LLC 

Springdale Farm 
Thomas Ayers 

Town of Pike Highway Department 
Wyoming County Highway Department 

WNY Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

NYSDEC Region 9 Bureau of Fisheries 
NYSDOT 

FL/LOWPA 



Stream Restoration Project  
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Dana M. Donnell  
President 

11800 Rt. 20A   I   Wales Center   I    New York  14169 
phone  716.652.3768           fax 716.655.1141                                        

website:www.bflocreek.com  e-mail ddonnelly@buffalocreekinc.com 
Phone: (716) 699-8519         Fax: (716) 699-8519        

email: rmsergel@verizon.net 

Rod & Marlene Sergel                                                    

6749 Maples Road,  P.O. Box 235                             

Ellicottville, NY 14731-0235 

TSP, CPESC  & 

NICET Certified 

Sediment & Erosion Control  Plans, Topo mapping,                                                

Wetland Delineations, Gravel Pit Permits, Pond/Lake Designs,                       

Streambank Stabilization, Ag Waste Facilities 

 

PAVILION DRAINAGE       
SUPPLY CO, INC. 

 

Your Corrugated Metal & Plastic Pipe 
Headquarters                                               

Phillip Plossl, Pres.                                                
Pavilion, NY 14525                                               

585) 584-3261 

   L. B. Tiling, Inc.                                                         
Laser Controlled                                                              

Drainage Systems                                                                               
Bulldozing  

Ponds-Septic Systems-Locations Phone (585) 786-5880 

Fax      (585) 786-8269 

17 East Buffalo Street 

Warsaw, NY 14569 

LICA 

Lee Broadwell (585) 493-2018 

Land Improvement Contractors of America 

   

   

   

   

585) 314-8517 cell             
(607) 594-6726 office/fax            

jskinner@empireaccess.net  

JESS Engineering, PLLC  
2121 County Rte 10 
Alpine, NY 14805 

Rock rip-rap channel block to divert stream flow 
back to its original channel. 

Live willow stakes established for bank                    
stabilization along the project area. 

DON’T FORGET TO VISIT US ON THE WEB!! 
     www.wcswcd.org 

Now Featuring... 

 

2010 Tree and Shrub 
Order Form 
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  This publication is the quarterly newsletter of the 
Wyoming  County Soil and Water Conservation District 
and is available at no cost to all District cooperators,  
all interested landowners and land users, and to the 
general public.  To receive this newsletter, simply send 
your complete mailing address to our office. 

DISTRICT DIRECTORS 

  Chairman, At-Large Member                 Daryl Heiby 

  County Supervisor           Joseph Gozelski 

  County Supervisor                 Sally Meeder 

  Farm Bureau Representative                 Walt Faryna 

  Grange Representative                    Richard Youngers 

DISTRICT STAFF 

  District Manager                 Gregory A. McKurth 

  Secretary/Treasurer                              Sharon Boyd 

  Conservation Aide                          Nancy Herman 

  Water Quality Technician                      Bethany Klein 

  Engineering Technician            Timothy Terry 

NATURAL RESOURCES  

CONSERVATION SERVICE 

  District Conservationist                   Mia Halter 

  Soil Conservation Technician                   Mike Shaw 

 Helping People Help the Land 
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AGRICULTURE 

COMPOST 

CONSERVATION 

ENVIRONMENT 

LAKE 

RAINBARREL           
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WATER 

WATERSHED 

WETLAND 

Conservation Fun  
Bethany Klein, Water Quality Technician 
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